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Some areas may require additional, more 
thorough species-specific biological surveys. 
These surveys must be done at appropriate times 
during the year to adequately survey for all listed 
species. Several visits to a site may be needed 
because of differences in timing of critical stages 
of the life cycle. The duration and methods  
will vary widely depending upon the species  
being surveyed.

Cultural Resource Survey

Cultural resources surveys are a means to 
identify and gather information on a property’s 
architectural, historical, and archaeological 
resources. Cultural resources are evidence of past 
human activity. These may include pioneer homes, 
buildings or old roads; structures with unique 
architecture; prehistoric village sites; historic or 
prehistoric artifacts or objects; rock engravings 
called petroglyphs; human burial sites; and 
earthworks, such as battlefield entrenchments, 
historic canals, or prehistoric mounds. 

A qualified cultural resources expert will begin 
by researching the area, which may include 
interviews with landowners, local historians and 
archeologists to gather information on where 
historic sites and artifacts may be present. That 
will be followed by a thorough field examination 
to assess the project area’s physical condition 

and on-site soil characteristics, as well as to 
determine whether there are any archaeological 
sites visible on the ground surface. During this 
stage, the field team will note any visible cultural 
resources, photograph any structures, and 
document both the type and level of disturbance 
that may have compromised the physical integrity 
of archaeological sites. Survey not only includes 
visual inspection, but also the excavation of shovel 
test pits on a systematic grid pattern per State 
Historic Preservation Office guidelines. Shovel test 
pits are small holes about the size of a fence post. 
The soil removed from the hole is passed through 
a wire mesh sifting screen to ensure recovery of 
small artifacts. Cultural resources surveys on a 
specific property normally last just a few days, 
but the duration may vary depending upon the 
significance of potential discoveries.
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