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Williams’ pipelines are part of a vast pipeline transmission system sometimes referred to as the “interstate
highway” for natural gas. It consists of more than 220,000 miles of high-strength steel pipe moving large amounts
of natural gas thousands of miles from producing regions to market.
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You probably already know that natural gas is the
fastest-growing energy source because it is clean-
burning, ef cient and abundant.

But did you know that nearly all of the natural gas
consumed in the United States is transported from
gas wells to gas users through thousands of miles
of high-strength steel pipelines?

Pipelines exist almost everywhere throughout the
United States, transporting the energy to heat
homes, generate electricity, cook food and much
more. In your community, Williams operates a
natural gas pipeline known as the Transco pipeline,
transporting natural gas from the Gulf Coast

to markets throughout the southeastern and
northeastern United States.
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Natural gas is found in large deposits in the Gulf
of Mexico, in addition to 23 other states. Exploring
for natural gas means drilling thousands of feet, or
even miles, into the earth. Once a deposit is found,
the natural gas is brought to the surface where it

is cleaned and made ready for transportation
through pipelines.

Gathering lines bring gas from offshore and
onshore wells to a processing plant.

At the processing plant, moisture and
impurities are removed from the gas stream;
natural gas liquid by-products (butane,
propane, natural gasoline) are extracted and
sold separately.

Compressor stations move gas through
interstate pipelines to utilities or other direct-
purchase customers, maintaining gas pressure
and ow.

. Some gas is stored during the summer in
porous underground rock formations or
depleted oil and gas reservoirs so it is quickly
available at times of peak demand, such as
severe winter weather.

. Compressed to an average of 300 to 1400
pounds per square inch, gas moves through
the pipeline at about 15 miles an hour.

. At the “city gate,” usually located at the edge
of a town or city, gas is metered to determine
the quantity delivered to the local utility.

The pressure is also reduced and in some
locations, an odorant is added to the gas to
help consumers identify gas in the atmosphere.
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Ingenuity takes energy.
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